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KTIV Helps Raise Over $100,000 for Children’s Healthcare in Siouxland
Siouxland made miracles happen for local children during the
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Children’s Miracle Network 2020
Mediathon event on November 12th and 13th. The two-day
event was broadcast live on KTIV and radio station KG95, as the
community pledged their support to our local Children’s Miracle
Network.
KTIV anchors hosted cut-ins
throughout the day asking
viewers to support the CMN
Mediathon with a pledge. A total of $88,713 was raised in just two
days. Donations continue to pour in even after the event, bringing
the final total amount to over $100,000.
Stories of Siouxland children and families who have been impacted
by gifts to Children’s Miracle Network were shared on KTIV
newscasts throughout the event.
Mediathon pledges will be used to enhance children’s health care at
St. Luke’s, helping to purchase equipment and supplies, as well as to
support family and community education programs.
Over the last 19 years, this event has raised over $1.3 million
through sponsorships, personal pledges, donated items, and gift
basket raffles.

Top: UnityPoint Health - St. Luke’s staff
display the two-day total from the
Mediathon with balloons. The final
amount raised exceeded $100,000.
Bottom: KTIV Evening Anchor Matt
Breen was one of several KTIV anchors
hosting Mediathon cut-ins throughout
the day on KTIV encouraging viewers to
make a pledge to CMN.

KTIV Coverage Keeps Siouxland Informed About Covid-19 and Vaccine
As Siouxland hospitals prepared for their first shipment of COVID-19 vaccine, KTIV
covered the first healthcare workers to get the vaccine. Those hospitals initially
included Faith Regional Hospital in Norfolk, Nebraska as well as UnityPoint Health
St. Luke’s and MercyOne in Sioux City, Iowa.
Additionally, KTIV continued the regular live question and answer segments with
local healthcare professionals about Covid-19 and the vaccine.
Most recently, KTIV’s Matt Breen spoke with Dr. Larry Volz with MercyOne Sioux
City about their preparations for the vaccine prior to its arrival in mid-December.
“We have been preparing for this for several weeks… ever since we got word that
the vaccine was coming,” said Dr. Volz. “We’ve been preparing for our systems and
our staff to administer that vaccine when it arrives. We’ve been identifying all our
providers, our front-facing caregivers that are face-to-face with COVID patients
on a daily basis. They’re going to get vaccinated first. And, then we’ll be walking
Top: Healthcare Worker at Faith
Regional Hospital in Norfolk Nebraska through the rest our staff that are at lesser risk than those people. We’re hoping as
receives the Covid-19 vaccine.
soon as that vaccine arrives we’ll be able to give it within 24 hours. “
Bottom: KTIV’s Matt Breen speaks with
Dr. Larry Volz with MercyOne Sioux
City about the Covid-19 vaccine.
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When asked about a potential “Thanksgiving Surge” in early December, Dr. Volz
said local healthcare workers did not see that materialize in Siouxland. “I think we
are fortunate in this region. Other parts of the country did see that surge. I think,
though, that just because we didn’t see a huge surge in patients here in Siouxland
that it really goes to the fact that people really did follow the rules.”
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KTIV Announces Transitions in
Sales Department Leadership
KTIV-TV Vice President and General Manager Bridget Breen has announced the promotion of KTIV
Local Sales Manager Brooke Hensley to General Sales Manager.
“Brooke is a leader and a great example of how someone with drive and a passion for this business
can be successful at KTIV,” said Breen. “She has been with us for over two decades and in that time
has proven herself to be an outstanding resource to our advertising clients and an excellent coach
and mentor to our sales team.”
Hensley grew up in Sioux City and is a graduate of Briar Cliff University. She joined KTIV in 1999 as a
Sales Assistant. In 2001 she was promoted to Account Executive and in 2012 was named Local Sales
Manager at KTIV.

Brooke Hensley

Hensley was promoted after the retirement of KTIV General Sales Manager Adrian Wisner, who
retired in November, leaving behind a 37 year legacy with the station.
“It’s truly bittersweet,” said KTIV Vice President and General Manager Bridget Breen. “Adrian has
Adrian Wisner
been an integral part of our success and while we wish her nothing but the best in her next
chapter, she will be dearly missed by her colleagues and clients at KTIV. Her leadership and expertise
has been invaluable. She’s a big reason why our station has been successful and remained number one in Siouxland for so
long.”
Breen added that the transition from Wisner to Hensley has been fairly seamless because of the long history the two sales
managers had working together.
“We have been so fortunate to have had both Adrian and Brooke in leadership roles at KTIV,” said Breen. “Adrian’s mentorship
of Brooke and their good working relationship over the last 20 years is why we expect to continue our success well into the
future.”

“Letters to Santa” on KTIV Let Siouxland Children Share
Their Holiday Wishes
“Ron, I know I can count on you. You were always on my nice list.”
Those were the words of Santa Claus in a holiday promotional spot for KTIV’s
“Letters to Santa” campaign.
During November and December, KTIV asked Siouxland children to send their
letters to Santa to the station instead so KTIV Chief Meteorologist Ron Demers could “help Santa out this
year.”
The station received dozens of letters and featured many of them on the air. Ron made
sure all the letters were then sent on to the North Pole so Santa would have them in
time for Christmas.
Left: KTIV Chief Meteorologist Ron
Demers reads letters to Santa sent to
the station by Siouxland children.
Right: One of the letters sent to
KTIV.
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DECISION 2020: KTIV Leads Election Coverage in Siouxland
With many high-profile local, state-wide and national races
taking place, coverage leading up to Election Night was a high
priority for KTIV.
The station partnered with stations KWWL in Waterloo, KCCI in
Des Moines and the Des Moines Register for a live US Senate
Debate between Republican Inumbment Joni Ernst and
Democrat Theresa Greenfield.
The live debate was held remotely with candidates
participating from different locations than the moderators.
Due to a last-minute scheduling of a town hall with President
Donald Trump on NBC that night, the debate was aired on
KTIV’s Siouxland’s CW 4.2. The debate also aired on KTTC
(Mason City/Rochester) WQAD (Quad Cities) and WGEM (Keokuk/Quincy).
In addition to the debate, KTIV also conducted one on one interviews with the U.S. House and U.S. Senate candidates from
Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota.
On Election Night, KTIV had reporters stationed throughout Siouxland, including live reports from the Ernst and Greenfield
campaigns in Des Moines. KTIV continued local coverage throughout the evening and into the next morning, as many results
were delayed due to the high voter turnout in the 2020 Election.
Above: KTIV’s Matt Breen and Stella Daskalakis kick off our Decision 2020
Election Night coverage with multiple live reports from across Siouxland.
KTIV anchors were stationed at locations in Iowa, Nebraska and South
Dakota.
Left: Matt Breen (center, bottom) was one of the moderators for our live
Iowa U.S. Senate Debate between incumbent Republican Sentor Joni
Ernst and her Democrat challenger Theresa Greenfield.

KTIV Looks Back on Career of Outgoing Congressman Steve King
KTIV Evening Anchor Stella Daskalakis spoke to Congressman Steve
King during a recent trip to Sioux City, taking a look back at his career
in public service. He was elected to Congress in 2002, with his final
term ending in 2020.
King grew up in Storm Lake Iowa and attended Northwest Missouri
State University. He served in the Iowa Senate for six years.
Iowa was redistricted to four districts during the 2012 election cycle.
King then represented the 4th Congressional District which includes
Ames, Fort Dodge, Mason City, Sioux City and Spencer.
He was on the Agriculture and House Small Business
Committees, until January 2019, when he was removed from
all committee assignments, after a bipartisan condemnation of
his remarks on white supremacy. He was also a long-standing
member of the House Judiciary Committee and Chairman of
the Constitution and Civil Justice Subcommittee.
Congressman King points to one of his major accomplishments
as something that’s had an impact on the destiny of America.
He says it has brought Iowa values into the Oval Office.
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KTIV SportsFource Keeps Up With High School
Sports During Historic Pandemic
Even with the shadow of the Covid-19 Pandemic over the
beginning of the school year, Siouxland school districts restarted
many sports programs.
With restrictions in place, KTIV SportsFource was able to cover
Siouxland high school volleyball, football, cross country and
wrestling.
Far Left: Brad Pautsch
and Devin Reiners
covering volleyball
and football state
championships.
Left: Brad Pautsch and
Libbie Randall anchor
KTIV SportsFource
Extra to open Siouxland
high school basketball
season.

KTIV SportsFource’s Brad Pautsch, Devin Reiners and Libbie Randall covered state Volleyball and Football
championships in Iowa and Nebraska.
KTIV also brought back the weekly “SportsFource Extra” coverage on Fridays during football season and Tuesdays
and Fridays during basketball season.

Career Milestones Add Up to a Century of Service to Siouxland Viewers
KTIV had four employees
reach milestone years of
service in 2020.
Morning Anchor Al Joens
celebrated his 35th
anniversary with the station.
Sports Director Brad Pautsch
reached 30 years with KTIV.
Director MaryAnn Farley
celebrated 25 years with the
station. Engineer Vincent
Welch reached 10 years at
KTIV in 2020.
By combining those years
of service of those four
employees, you get 100
years of service to our
viewers.
				Starting clockwise upper right: MaryAnn Farley - 25 Years, Al Joens - 35 years, Brad Patusch - 30 Years and Vincent Welch - 10 years.

“We have many long-term members of our team at KTIV. It’s rewarding to see so many people who have
established their careers with the station and have stayed on and been so successful here,” said KTIV VP/General
Manager, Bridget Breen. “To have four employees reach milestones this year that total up to a century of service is a
wonderful example of why our station’s success is tied to the dedication of our team.”
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